Beginning July 1st, the city of Des Moines will no longer be contracting with King County Animal
Control for any animal sheltering.

Des Moines Police Department has its own Animal Control Officer and has for many years, so
those services will remain the same - we will continue to provide service for vicious/dangerous
dog problems, dog bite reports, animal cruelty investigations, dog and cat licensing, nuisance
animal complaints, lost and found pet reports, enforcement of animal control laws, rescue of
sick/injured domestic animals, animal care and control education, and referral to other animal
service agencies.

Since the first part of 2010, the city of Des Moines has entered into contracts with local vendors,
which include a boarding kennel and four veterinary hospitals, for animal care and shelter
services; pets impounded from Des Moines are now being cared for at one of those vendors’
facilities instead of the King County Animal Control shelter.

What to do if you have lost a pet, found a pet, need to place your pet in a new home, or have an
animal emergency:

« Citizens who find a pet in the city limits of Des Moines should contact the Animal Control
Division of the Police Department (206) 870-6549 or (206) 878-3301 regarding care and
possible impoundment of the animal.

» Citizens who have lost a pet should check all area shelters and police departments, as pets
can roam and cross into other jurisdictions.

» Citizens thinking of placing their own pet in a new home may call the Animal Control Officer for
resources and assistance to help keep their pet; however, if there is no other option, they should
contact area rescue groups, area shelters, and Petfinder.com for possible placement
assistance.

» And as always, if a public safety emergency is occurring such as an in-progress vicious dog
attack, citizens should call 911.

Adoptions of friendly, healthy pets will also be offered on occasion through the Animal Control
Division of the Police Department; thankfully most nice impounded pets are claimed by their
owners, but on occasion there may be a pet available for adoption at one of the local vendors.
Des Moines pet adoptions will also be occasionally offered through area rescue groups, local
media, Petsmart stores, and Petfinder.com.

For additional questions regarding the changes in animal sheltering, please contact Master
Animal Control Officer Jan Magnuson at JMagnuson@desmoineswa.gov or (206) 870-6549.



