
 

 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 

February 13, 2014 – North Conference Room 

21630 11th Avenue South – Des Moines 98198 

5:45P – 6:20P 

 
 
   

1. Selection of Committee Chair 

2. Approve minutes of 11.14.2013 meeting  

3. Tree Trimming/Tree Clearing  

(Discussion Item – 35 min) 

Staff will provide an overview and interdiction to the issue of tree trimming/removal and 
outline several policy questions related to trees on private property, public property and 
in critical area 
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DRAFT MINUTES ‐ ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING 11.14.2013 
 

The meeting was called to order @ 5:32 PM, Thursday, November 14, 2013, in the North 
Conference Room @ 21630 11th Avenue South, Des Moines with the following in attendance: 
 
 

Council Members  City Staff 
Dave Kaplan, Chair 
Melissa Musser 
Jeremy Nutting  

Tony Piasecki, City Manager 
Dan Brewer, Planning, Building & PW Director 
Loren Reinhold, SWM Utility Manager 

 
Guests 
Austin Fisher, Parametrix 
Brian Roswell, Citizen 

Denise Lathrop, Community Dev Manager 
Lorri Ericson, Asst City Manager 
Peggy Volin, Admin Asst II 
 
 

 
AGENDA: 
1. Approve minutes of October 10, 2013 
2. Comprehensive SWM Plan  
3. Tree Trimming/Tree Clearing Discussion 
4. Draft 2014 Work Program 
5. NPDES Permit Monitoring & Assessment 

 

 

   
MEETING: 
 
1. Minutes of October 10, 2013, were unanimously approved. 

 

2. Comprehensive SWM Plan:  Loren Reinhold began by stating the original 1991 SWM Comp 
Plan was put together by Parametrix, then introduced Austin Fisher from Parametrix who 
briefly went through the 2014 Stormwater Comprehensive Plan – Scope of Work.  The five 
areas outlined by the 2014 Plan include:  1) Understanding and categorizing the City’s 
current storm water assets; 2) Regulatory compliance;  3) Evaluating existing problems 
and future needs to arrive at an effective CIP;  4) Public involvement;  and 5) Fiscal 
analysis.  The Committee emphasized the need for public meetings at several locations in 
the City. 

 

3. Tree Trimming/Tree Clearing Discussion:  Denise Lathrop provided a memo to the 
Committee that gave an overview of how the Community Development Division 
interprets the Des Moines Municipal Code requirements related to requests by 
citizens/others to prune, top or remove trees within the City of Des Moines.  She outlined 
the regulatory framework for Federal, State and Local Government, pointed out areas of 
ambiguity, and also went over options for clarifying policy and regulations relating to 
trees.  

 

  4.    Draft 2014 Work Program:  Loren Reinhold led the discussion on the 2014 Environment 
         Committee Draft Work Program.  He pointed out a full 10‐year Comp Plan will go to the 
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         Council in the fall and will require a 60‐day review period before it can be passed. 
 
     5.    NPDES Permit Monitoring and Assessment:   A draft letter was prepared for the 
            Department of Ecology stating that Des Moines has chosen to opt into the Regional 
            Stormwater Management Program under S8 of the 2013‐2018 Municipal Permit.  Option 
            #1 of the permit means the City shall pay into the collective fund for both monitoring  
            and assessment beginning annually August 15, 2014.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned @ 6:52 pm 
Submitted by:  Peggy Volin, Admin Asst II 
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                                                                                                                                  EC 2.13.2014 Mtg Item #3A 

Council Environment Committee Meeting 1 February 13, 2014 
Tree Trimming, Topping and Removal – Next Steps  

City Council Environment Committee 
February 13, 2014 

 
Continued Discussion on Tree Trimming, Topping and Removal 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Direction Requested: 

1) Confirmation with the general description of categorical sites, and the policy direction with respect 
to tree trimming and removal within those categories. 

2)  Direction to proceed with preparation of draft ordinances that will reflect the policy direction, 
address areas of ambiguity, removes areas of contradiction, and to  provide greater overall clarity on 
how the City regulates the cutting and maintenance of trees. 

 
Introduction: 

At the November 14th Environment Committee, Administration provided an overview of how the Community 
Development Division interprets the Des Moines Municipal Code requirements related to requests by citizens and 
others to prune, top, or remove trees within the City of Des Moines.  Below is a summary of the direction the 
Committee provided as it relates to the following categories of sites: 

 Trees on private developed sites – No permit is required, provided that the tree/s are not located within a 
designated critical area, shoreline environment, or required landscaping area. 

 Trees on private undeveloped sites – Limited to removal of dead, diseased, or hazard trees, subject to 
approval of a land clearing, grading, and filling permit.  Limited pruning is allowed using methods 
approved by a Qualified Professional and/or the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) that do not 
destroy the integrity of the tree.  The Committee’s position was that indiscriminant removal of trees would 
increase runoff potential and create an implied view protection.   

 Trees on city-owned property – Limited to removal of dead, diseased or hazard trees, subject to approval of 
a land clearing, grading, and filling permit.  Limited pruning is allowed using methods approved by the 
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) that do not destroy the integrity of the tree. 

 City Trees on city right-of-way and utility corridors - Limited to removal of dead, diseased, or hazard trees, 
subject to approval of a right-of-way use permit.  Limited pruning is allowed using methods approved by 
the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) that do not destroy the integrity of the tree. 

 Private (Native) Trees on city right-of-way and utility corridors - Subject to approval of a right-of-way use 
permit, provided that the tree/s are not located within a designated critical area, shoreline environment, or 
required landscaping area . 

 Trees within environmentally critical areas, shoreline environments, and required landscaping 
(private/public properties) – Subject to approval of a land clearing, grading, and filling permit and 
threshold/disturbance limits per Environmentally Critical Areas Ordinance (Chapter 16.10 DMMC, 
formerly 18.86), Shoreline Master Program (Chapter 16.20 DMMC, formerly 18.90), and Landscaping and 
Screening (Chapter 18.195 DMMC, formerly 18.41). 

 
Next Steps: 

1. Administration recommends amendments to the Code (Titles 12, 14, 16, 17, and 18 DMMC) to reflect the 
policy direction above, address areas of ambiguity, removes areas of contradiction, and to  provide greater 
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Council Environment Committee Meeting 2 February 13, 2014 
Tree Trimming, Topping and Removal – Next Steps  

overall clarity on how the City regulates the cutting and maintenance of trees in the City, including but not 
limited to the following: 

 Add specific terms and definitions related to tree cutting and pruning, and insure that these definitions are 
consistent throughout the Code.  For example: 

o “Certified Arborist” means is an individual who has achieved a level of knowledge in the art and 
science of tree care through experience and by passing a comprehensive examination administered by 
the International Society of Arboriculture.    

o “Pruning” means the removal of branches (or occasionally roots) from a tree or other plant using 
practices approved by the International Society of Arboriculture, to achieve a specified objective.  
Specific types of pruning may be necessary to maintain a mature tree in a healthy and safe condition. 

o “Topping” means the removal of large amounts of leaves and branches from a tree's crown to reduce 
the tree's size. Topping involves indiscriminate (internodal) cuts without regard to tree health or 
structural integrity.  Other names for topping include but are not limited to “heading,” “tipping,” “hat-
racking,” and “rounding over.”  Topping is not an acceptable pruning practice.   

o “Vegetation” means the general plant life and the ground cover provided by plants, including trees. 

 Further clarify when a permit is not required  per DMMC 14.20.180 (formerly 14.24.170) Exemptions and 
define the criteria  (examples provided below): 

o Normal pruning and maintenance – e.g., does not require a permit provided the pruning is limited 
to not more than 25% of a tree’s total leaf area and the pruning conforms to the International 
Society of Arboriculture standards.  

o Small Trees (e.g., six inches (6”) or less diameter measured at 4 ½ feet above the ground.) 

o Residential lots (e.g., provide criteria that would trigger a permit such as location in a critical area) 

o Emergency 

 Further clarify when a permit is required per Chapter 14.20 (formerly 14.24) DMMC and define criteria: 

o Construction work 

o Environmentally critical areas and shoreline environments 

o Commercial zone 

 Establish a minor grading/tree review application and associated fee. 

 Establish criteria for granting a tree permit (examples follow): 

o The tree is hazardous, diseased, or dead 

o The tree removal is to enable construction work 

 Identify seasonal restrictions that may apply. 

 Replacement ratios that may apply (currently defined/applicable per Title 17 Subdivision Code). 

 Identify federal or state requirements that people should be aware of (i.e., Endangered Species Act, Bald 
Eagle Protection Act, Migratory Bird Treaty Act and DNR Forest Practices regulations) and provide links 
to Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Priority Habitat and Species maps. 

 Update DMMC 18.195.130 (formerly 18.41.110) relating to scenic views, which currently contradicts State 
Law. 

 Specific Code sections to be addressed include (but may not limited ) to following: 

o Various Section within Title 12 – Streets, Sidewalks, and Public Places 

o 14.20 (formerly 14.24) – Land Filling, Clearing, and Grading 
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Council Environment Committee Meeting 3 February 13, 2014 
Tree Trimming, Topping and Removal – Next Steps  

o 16.10 (formerly 18.86) – Environmentally Critical Areas 

o 16.20 (formerly  18.90) – Shoreline Master Program  

o 18.195 (formerly 18.41) – Landscaping and Screening 

o Various sections within the Title 17 – Subdivision Code 

 

2. Prepare a Public Assistance Memo (PAM) to clarify how the City interprets the code as it relates to the removal 
and maintenance of trees in the City.   

o The PAM will clarify the intent of language in the Des Moines Municipal Code (DMMC) Titles 
12, 14, 16, 17, and 18  DMMC related to the pruning or removal of trees on private developed 
sites, private undeveloped sites, public properties, City-owned property and right-of-way, and 
environmentally critical areas.   

o The PAM is intended as a user-friendly hand-out that can be obtained at the front counter or on-
line to help citizens, property owners, developers and others understand what is allowed, what is 
exempt and what is required. Samples of memos from other cities are attached.   
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