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Update - Construction Underway: 
   

Construction related disturbances in this area should be expected for at least the next two 
years.  Watch for variable message updates on the electronic reader board as long delays 
are anticipated.  The contractor is coordinating with local businesses and residents to 
match improvements with all adjoining properties including undergrounding overhead 
utilities and maintaining driveway accesses.  Please exercise patience and caution as you 
travel through the area for the safety of construction workers and your neighbors.   

Widening of S 216th Street (between 24th Avenue S and 18th Avenue S, including the 24th 
Avenue S intersection and sidewalk to S 218th St) began in February, 2013. The north side 
of the roadway is expected to be constructed and then traffic shifted over to finish the south 
side of S 216th Street. The project is scheduled to be completed in the first quarter of 2014, 
but the contractor, SCI Infrastructure, is hopeful that work will be completed by year’s end.   
Environmentally sustainable construction methods are being used and the City seeking 
certification of the project as a Greenroad. 

 

  



On 24th Avenue S, between S 208th Street and S 216th Street, utilities were relocated in 
preparation for the City’s road improvements.  The Midway Sewer District sewer main 
project extended the sewer main between S 214th St. and S 212th St..  Puget Sound Energy 
relocated gas service lines in the street to avoid future conflicts with underground utilities.  
Puget Sound Energy crews will re-located high voltage lines and poles along the east side 
of 24th Avenue S to the edge of the right-of-way line.  The City advertized for bids which will 
be followed by selection of a contractor and enter into a construction contract this summer.  
Construction will include all roadway widening, bicycle lanes, curb, gutters, sidewalks, new 
street lighting, landscaping and undergrounding electrical and communications 
connections.   Highline Water District plans to replace a 12” water main as part of the City’s 
project. 

 “Click” the Construction Updates on the project web site 
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/319  to see what activity is 
planned.  You are welcome to call the construction office at 206.618.6268 if you have 
construction related, or urgent issues that should be addressed. 

Background:   
 

The City of Des Moines initiated design of improvements to S 216th Street (I-5 to 28th 
Avenue S and 24th Avenue S (S 216th Street to 24th Avenue S) in the spring of 2009 to 
widen these roadways to accommodate multiple modes of travel (pedestrians, bicycles, 
transit, automobiles, & trucks) as well as accommodate future growth as reflected in the 
City’s comprehensive plan and zoning.  

S 216th Street, Segment 1B, between I-5 and Pacific Highway S was included in the design 
report, but work will be deferred until SR 509 advances into construction.  The 
Transportation Gateway Project is actually a consolidation of three arterial segments:   

1. S 216th Street Segment 1A, between 29th Avenue S and 24th Avenue S 
2. S 216th Street Segment 2, including 24th Avenue S to 18th Avenue S with a new 

traffic signal at 20th Avenue S;  and 
3. 24th Avenue S between S 208th Street and S 216th Street  

All segments include roadway transitions to match existing streets.  

Illustrated below is a vicinity map highlighting the project corridors as well as dotted lines 
showing conceptual plans for SR509 and 24th/28th Avenue S extensions as well as the 
future Sound Transit light rail station and park and ride lot in the City of SeaTac. 

http://www.desmoineswa.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/319�


 

Public Involvement: 
 
The City published articles in its newsletter, distributed updates to the project web site,  
(see below), sent out notices to the adjoining community, provided press releases and 
distributed flyers to affected properties and neighbors to solicit comments on the project. 
Three public meetings were held on April 14, June 2 and October 8, 2009, to initiate the 
design and seek public input on alternative alignment layouts and preliminary design plans.  

On March 24, 2010, the City sponsored another public open house on a proposal to 
transfer part of the old SR509 ROW south of S 216th Street to the City for storm water 
retention facilities related to the project as well as other future uses as extension of 16th 
Avenue S between S 220th Street and S 216th Street as well as the proposed Barnes Creek 



Trail.  Another open house was held on November 2, 2010 scheduled to give the public an 
Another open house was held on November 2, 2010, to give the public an opportunity to 
view the details of the final design and comment on environmental studies.  Environmental 
work when completed is approved by local, state and federal agencies.  The City acquired 
and certified the right-of-way needed for the 24th Avenue S improvements and S 216th 
Street, Segment 2 improvements in 2012.   

Prior to major widening of the roadways, property owners are notified of the work.  The 
contractor will work with individual owners and residents to maintain access and 
underground utility connections as well as match the improvements to their property.  
Variable message signs are being used to notify the public, neighbors and residents of 
major traffic disruptions that can be anticipated over the next two years.   

 

Design Report: 
 

Engineers developed a full design report that analyzed the project and the City Council 
approved advancing the project into final design. The report contains alternative alignment 
information that illustrates the extent of the proposed improvements, signalization, lane 
configurations and landscaping as well as technical information on traffic, drainage, 
environmentally sensitive areas and lighting. Generally, both roadways require widening to 
nearly 100’, adding two lanes in each direction, center medians and/or turn lanes, bicycle 
lanes, landscaping, lighting and ADA accessible sidewalks and bus stops. Storm water will 
be collected and treated to protect water quality. 
 
 
  



Following the public workshops, the City Council sponsored a study session to discuss the 
design report and urban design elements. Much of the discussion centered on evaluation of 
alternatives and the need to contain future operations and maintenance costs. 

Alternatives:  
 
Alternatives included an alignment that was symmetrical to the existing roadway vs. an 
alignment that offset from the current centerline to minimize impacts on developed 
properties.  After consideration of public input from the neighborhood and feedback from 
the City of SeaTac, the Port of Seattle and others, the City Council directed staff to develop 
final design plans for the “Offset Alignment.” As previously mentioned, final design of the S 
216th Street east of SR 99 to I-5, (except for creating a U-turn pocket and lane transitions 
to 29th Avenue S) was deferred as a future phase.  
 
 

 

 

The design is “context” sensitive to the development characteristics along each segment of 
these roadways as illustrated on the below diagram.  



 

A graphic example of the S 216th Street western approach to Pacific Highway S (below) 
extends the retail and pedestrian oriented streetscape components of Pacific Highway S 
towards the transportation gateway and downtown Des Moines.  A U-turn pocket is 
provided to maintain access to local businesses.  

Pacific Highway South and S 216th Street (u-turn pocket) 

 

Intersection of S 216th Street and 24th Avenue S 



 

Differences in design concept between the two roadways are illustrated below.  Lighting 
and landscape design elements are more consistent with future development of aviation 
support logistics, light manufacturing and office facilities as well as plans to extend 
24th/28th Avenue S into the City of SeaTac. The complete street design proposal includes 
bike lanes, planted medians as well as planters next to the sidewalk and overhead street 
lighting.  S 216th Street between Pacific Highway S and 24th Avenue S employs urban 
design details that are reflective of a Gateway to the City.  

S 216th Street and 24th Avenue S Cross Sections 

 



 

The City’s engineers finalized the offset alignment design with surveyed plans and profiles 
detailing so one can, for example, see how curbs, driveways, sidewalks and planter strips 
are aligned as well as details on urban design elements.  Detailed environmental and 
engineering studies have been completed and a Washington State Environmental Policy 
Act Checklist (SEPA) and Notice of SEPA Determination was issued and finalized.  
WSDOT certified the right of way acquisition process for 24th Avenue S.  An agreement to 
acquire a significant amount of right of way from the Port of Seattle was executed in 
December 2010.  In 2012, WSDOT transferred a portion of the old SR 509 right of way to 
the City for roadway purposes that will be used initially for storm water retention and 
treatment.  

Greenroad Certification: 
 
The S 216th Street, Segment 2 project is utilizing sustainable techniques in design and 
construction in hopes of certifying the project as a Greenroad  https://www.greenroads.org   
LED lighting will be used for street and pedestrian illumination, solar lighting will be 
employed in bus shelters, while waste materials are being recycled or composted and the 
project has been designed as a complete street serving multiple modes of travel.  The 
S 216th Street contractor (SCI Infrastructure) and the City agreed to ongoing review of its 
construction techniques in an effort to minimize impacts on the environment and advance 
the project as efficiently as possible.  The nature of construction is disruptive, but every 
effort is being made to minimize the impacts on the community and the environment.  For 
more information on the City’s Sustainable and Environmental Stewardship practices see: 
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/720    
  
Schedule: 
 
In 2012, the project effort secured funding agreements and readied the S 216th Street 
Segment 2 project for construction.  Right-of-way  24th Avenue S and S 216th Street, 
Segment 2 (west of 24th Avenue) were complete.  S 216th Street, Segment 2 is expected 
to be completed by the end of 2013.  24th Avenue S roadway widening is planned to begin 
in the late summer/early fall  2013 and be completed in about one year.   
 
Funding:    
 
The engineering work for all three segments of the Transportation Gateway Project was 
funded by the City, in part, with a loan from the Washington State Public Works Trust Board 
as well as development fees and arterial road funds as approved in the City’s Capital 
Improvement Program.  As part of a development agreement with the Port of Seattle (Port), 
the Port has provided significant funds to support the Transportation Gateway Project to 
provide capacity improvements to support the development of the Des Moines Creek 
Business Park.  

S 216th Street Segment 2:  The Washington State Transportation Improvement Board 
(TIB) authorized nearly $3.8 million in grant funds for construction for S 216th Street 
Segment #2 construction including revisions to the 24th Avenue S intersection.  Highline 
Water District is funding replacement of a 12” water main through the 24th Avenue S 

https://www.greenroads.org/�
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intersection.  King County Metro contributed funds for bus stop improvements including 
provisions for solar lighting of bus shelters.  Utilities are also bearing a fair share of the 
undergrounding costs. 

24th Avenue S:  The Federal Highway Administration awarded a $3.0 million grant for work on 24th 
Avenue S (S 216th Street to S 208th Street) as part of a larger project to connect 24th/28th Avenue S 
to S 200th Street.  Agreements with the Port of Seattle, Highline Water District, and developer 
contributions have secured the necessary funding for construction. 

S 216th Street Segment 1A:  Is designed, but full right-of-way acquisition and construction 
is expected to follow the 24th Avenue S improvements.  Development is expected to 
contribute a fair share to the improvements.  On S 216th Street, Segment 1B, preliminary 
planning is complete enough to integrate roadway widening improvements into potential 
projects as land uses change in the corridor.  Funds for right-of-way and/or construction are 
not yet available. 

Questions? 
Persons with questions or comments are urged to contact the Len Madsen, Project 
Manager at lmadsen@desmoineswa.gov; or 206.870.6525. 

Gateway Web Archives: 
Update: January 24, 2011 
Update: October 22, 2010 

Update: June 11, 2010 
Update: November 30, 2009 

Update: September 24, 2009 
Update: July 28, 2009 
Update: May 12, 2009 
Update: April 7, 2009 
Update: April 1, 2009 

Update: February 6, 2009 
Update: January 19, 2009 
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http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_061110.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_113009.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_092409.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_072809.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_051209.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_040709.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_040109.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_020609.html�
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/dept/pub_works/projectgateway_011909.html�


 

 

 

   



 


