
ORDINANCE NO. 1457 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

creating a new chapter in Title 3 of the DMMC providing a tax 

exemption as an incentive to facilitate the development of 

markeL rate multiple-unit dwellings in the City of Des Moines. 

WHEREAS, the State Legislature amended chapter 84.14 RCW 

to provide incentives for cities with a population of 15,000 or 

more to promote construction of multiple-unit dwellings to 

provide housing, and 

WHEREAS, the goal of chapter 84.14 RCW is to stimulate 

new multifamily housing in targeted "residentially deficient" 

areas in order to meet the goals established by the Growth 

Management Act, and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Multifamily Tax Exemption as 

established by RCW 84 .14. 007 is to encourage and stimulate the 

construction of new multifamily housing opportunities in cities 

that are required to plan under the Growth Management Act where 

the governing authority of the affected city has found there is 

insufficient housing opportunities, and 

�lHEREAS, the City seeks to accomplish the planning goals 

required under the Growth Management Act, chapter 36.70A RCW, as 

implemented by the City's Comprehensive Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the City has identified the Pacific Ridge 

as established in the Des Moines Comprehensive 

area to provide the majority of the new housing 

achieve the City's mandated 2 02 0 growth targets, 

Neighborhood, 

Plan, as the 

necessary 

and 

to 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to encourage and promote new 

multifamily developments, and, 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to stimulate the construction of 

new multifamily housing, and 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to increase the supply of 

multifamily housing opportunities within the City, and 

WHEREAS, Strategy 2-04-08 of Land Use Element of the Des 

Moines Comprehensive Plan states that the City should 

"[E] ncourage improvement of the ... Pacific Ridge Neighborhood by 

working with the business community and other representative 

organizations to achieve the goals of the City of Des Moines 

Comprehensive Plan", and 

WHEREAS, Policy 7-03-06 of the Housing Element of the Des 

Moines Comprehensive Plan states that the City should, 

" [P] romote compatible residential development that is affordable 

to all economic segments of the Des Moines community", and 

WHEREAS, the intent of the Pacific Ridge Neighborhood as 

established by Goal 11-01-01 of the Pacific Ridge Element of the 

Des Moines Comprehensive Plan is "to transform Pacific Ridge 

into a new urban community that takes advantage of its 

geographic location, local and regional transportation linkages, 

stable soils, and view potential. The transformation of Pacific 

Ridge will include replacement of lower-scale, existing 

buildings with new structures that will dramatically enhance the 




































