
ORDINANCE NO. 1454 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON, 

amending DMMC 18. 44. 080 to allow ground leases in addition to 

covenants or easements as options to secure off-site parking. 

WHEREAS, the City Council supports the redevelopment of 

the Downtown Neighborhood, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan 

(hereinafter "the Plan") provides policy guidance regarding land 
use and related matters including policies and strategies to 

achieve the goals established by each element of the Plan, and 

WHEREAS, the Plan should guide the decisions of elected 

officials, appointed officials, City staff, property owners, and 

consultants, and 

WHEREAS, Policy 2-03-05 of the Land Use Element of the 

Plan states that the City should "promote a land use pattern, 

scale, and density that supports public transportation services 
and encourages people to walk and bicycle, as well as provide 

convenient and safe automobile usage," and 

WHEREAS, Strategy 2-04-08 of Land Use Element of the Plan 

states that the City should "[E] ncourage improvement of the ... 

Downtown Neighborhood by working with the business community and 
other representative organizations to achieve the goals of the 

City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan" and 

WHEREAS, Policy 10-03-08 of the Downtown Neighborhood 

Element of the Plan states that the City should "[E]ncourage use 

of alternative modes of transportation, including walking, 

bicycling, carpooling, and use of mass transit," and 

WHEREAS, Policy 10-03-09 of the Downtown Neighborhood 

Element of the Plan states that the City should " [E] nsure that 

off-street parking regulations reflect anticipated future 
demand. Continue to allow shared and off-site parking when no 
adverse parking impacts will result. Ensure that off-site 

parking is available at the time new uses are authorized", and 

WHEREAS, in June 2008, staff completed a land use 

inventory in the Downtown Neighborhood to gain an understanding 

of the range of businesses and services currently operating in 

the Downtown Neighborhood and the requirement of parking to 

support those businesses, and 

WHEREAS, the June 2008 inventory indicated that there are 

182 business operating in the Downtown Neighborhood in six 

primary groups: grocery, restaurant, retail, general services, 

health services, and public/quasi-public, and 

WHEREAS, the City's current easement or deed requirements 

(hereinafter "current requirements") for off-site parking 

discourages the use of joint parking agreements since the 

property providing the off-site parking area is required to 

encumber the property in perpetuity, and 

WHEREAS, the current requirements place the burden on the 

property owner providing the parking not the business requesting 
the off-site parking area, and 












