
ORDINANCE NO. 1449 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

adopting standards for the delivery of public defense services, 

adding a new section to chapter 2.28 DMMC, and codifying a new 

section entitled Public defender standards.

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 10.101.030, 

Moines is required to adopt standards for the 

defense services, and 

the City of Des 

delivery of public 

WHEREAS, RCW 10 .101. 030 further provides that the 

standards endorsed by the Washington State Bar Association for 

the provision of public defense services should serve as 

guidelines to local legislative authorities in adopting 

standards, and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to adopt public defense service 

standards which reflect the needs of the City; now therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 1. Adoption. The City hereby adopts the following 

standards for public def ender to ensure that indigent criminal 

defendants receive high-quality legal representation through a 

public defense system that efficiently and effectively protests 

the constitutional requirement of effective assistance of 

counsel. 

Sec. 2. Contract. All indigent defense services shall be 

paid pursuant to a written contract between the indigent defense 

attorney(s) and the City, with input, from judicial officers. 

Sec. 3. Compensation. All indigent defense attorneys 

shall be reasonably compensated, taking into consideration the 

experience and training of the attorney. Attorneys who have a 

conflict of interest shall be required to select or compensate 

conflict counsel. 

Sec. 4. Duties and responsibilities of counsel. All 

indigent defense contracts shall require that services be 

provided to all clients in a professional, skilled manner 

consistent with minimum standards set forth by the American Bar 

Association, applicable Washington State Bar Association 

standards, the Rules of Professional Conduct, case law and 

applicable court rules defining the duties of counsel and the 

rights of defendants. Counsel's primary and most fundamental 

responsibility is to promote and protect the best interests of 

the client. 

Sec. 5. Malpractice insurance. Indigent defense 

attorneys shall maintain malpractice insurance with agreed-upon 

policy limits. 

Sec. 6. Caseload limits and types of cases. Caseloads 

shall be limited to ensure effective representation. An attorney 

should not allow his or her private law practice to interfere 

with the competent representation of indigent defendants. 












