
ORDINANCE NO. 1422 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

relating to anti-drug activity, authorizing the designation of a 

defined area within the City of Des Moines as an anti-drug 

activity emphasis area based upon repeat incidents of narcotic­

related activities occurring therein, authorizing the issuance 

of "Stay Out of Drug Areas" (SODA) orders by the Des Moines 

Municipal Court, providing a penalty for violation of a SODA 

order, adding a new section to Chapter 9. 2 8 of the Des Moines 

Municipal Code, codifying a new section to chapter 9.28, 
establishing an effective date, and declaring an emergency. 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the area of the City 

of Des Moines between the westerly side of Pacific Highway South 

and the City's easterly border at Interstate 5 and between the 

northerly side of South 216th Street and the northerly side of 

South 224th Street has an unusually large number of repeat 

incidents of narcotics-related activities occurring therein as 

more fully documented and described as reporting district and 

grid 2-41 in the Des Moines Police Department Memorandum dated 

June 14, 2007 from Commander John O'Leary to Chief of Police 

Roger Baker, which memorandum is attached hereto as "Exhibit A" 

and incorporated herein by this reference, and 

WHEREAS, many drug off enders receive 

time in custody and are free to return to a 

to start the drug dealing cycle over again, 

relatively little 

high incident area 

WHEREAS, often, as a condition of sentencing, the court 

orders offenders to stay out of areas of drug activity, and 

WHEREAS, state law allows for the establishment of 

geographical areas identified as "protected against drug 

trafficking," which are more generically known as "Stay Out of 

Drug Areas" or "SODAs," and allows for the establishment of a 

new crime when an offender violates their court ordered 

condition by entering a designated area, and 

WHEREAS, national research has identified SODA ordinances 

as one of the more effective tools in reducing street level drug 

trafficking, which activities are often associated with other 

types of crime and show higher-than-average levels of violent 

crime directly related to drug activity, and 

WHEREAS, it is recognized that SODA 

law enforcement with a tool to help reduce 

activity for chronic recidivists, and 

ordinances provide 

street level drug 

WHEREAS, many cities around the country, the state of 

Washington, and in King and Pierce counties have established 

SODA areas, and representatives or these jurisdictions have 

reported excellent results from their SODA ordinances, and 

WHEREAS, drug related cases in the Des Moines area are 

increasing annually particularly in Reporting District 2-41 
accounting for 29% of city-wide drug-related calls in 2005, 52% 
in 2006, and 70% between January and June of 2007, and 

proven 

WHEREAS, 

to be 

"Stay Out of Drug Areas" (SODA) 

effective in other communities as 

ordinances have 

an additional 






































