
ORDINANCE NO. 1421 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

relating to 

amending DMMC 

the intent of 

public safety and drug-related loitering, and 

9. 28 .100 to reduce the crime of "Loitering with

engaging in drug-related activity" from a gross 

misdemeanor to a misdemeanor. 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 1364 added a new section to the 

Des Moines Criminal Code, chapter 9.28 DMMC, entitled "Loitering 

with the intent of engaging in drug-related activity-Penalty", 

and 

WHEREAS, the penalty for a violation to DMMC 9.28.100 is 

currently a gross misdemeanor and should be amended to a simple 

misdemeanor in order to be consistent with similar provisions 

under state law, i.e., prostitution loitering, and 

WHEREAS, the definition of "known drug user, possessor, 

or seller" should be made less broad by adding a time limit to 

the definition, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is in the best 

interest of the public heal th, safety, and general welfare to 

establish comprehensive, uniform, and current provisions for the 

City's criminal code; now therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 1. DMMC 9.28.100 and section 8 of Ordinance No. 1364 

are amended to read as follows: 

Loitering with the intent of engaging in drug­

related activity - Penalty. 

( 1) It is unlawful for a person to loiter in

or near a public or private place in a manner and 

under circumstances manifesting the intent to 

engage in drug-related activity contrary to the 

provisions of chapters 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW. 

(2) Among the circumstances 

considered in determining whether 

manifested are: 

which may be 

such intent is 

(a) Such person is a known unlawful drug

user, possessor, or seller. For purposes of this 

chapter, a "known unlawful drug user, possessor, 

or seller'' is a person who, within the past ten 

(10) years, has been convicted in any court within

this state of any violation involving the use, 

possession, or sale of any of the substances 

referred to in chapters 69.41, 69.50, and 69.52 

RCW, or substantially similar laws of any 

political subdivision of this state or of any 

other state; or a person who displays physical 

characteristics of drug intoxication or usage, 

such as "needle tracks"; or a person who possesses 

drug paraphernalia as defined in this chapter; 








