
ORDINANCE NO. 1416 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

to taxes, amending chapter 3.84 of the Des Moines 

Code, adding new sections, providing a required 

procedure, and codifying new sections in chapter 3.84 

relating 

Municipal 

referendum 

DMMC. 

WHEREAS, RCW 35A.82.020 authorizes code cities to impose 

business licensing requirements and excises upon business 

transacted within such a city to the extent permitted by the 

general law, and 

WHEREAS, the City has acted upon this authority by 

enacting business licensing and other requirements which are set 

forth in Titles 3 and 5 of the Des Moines Municipal Code, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to maintain an 

essential level of community services such as public safety, 

transportation, culture and recreation and therefore intends to 

raise revenues through this means, and 

WHEREAS, RCW 35.21.710 authorizes cities to levy and 

collect a tax not to exceed two-tenths of one percent (.2%) on 

the gross income of persons doing business within the City, and 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature has approved 

EHB 2030 which requires that, effective January 1, 2005, all 

cities levying or planning to levy a general business and 

occupation tax must revise their ordinances or adopt ordinances 

to be consistent with the "model ordinance" for municipal gross 

receipts business and occupation tax created through the 

Washington Association of Cities; now, therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 1. DMMC 3.84.010 and section 

No. 1355 are each amended to read as follows: 

1 of Ordinance 

Purpose. The purpose of this section is to 

implement Washington Constitution Article XI, 

Sec. 12, and RCW 35A.82.020 and 35A.11.020, which 

give municipalities the authority to license for 

revenue. In the absence of a legal or 

constitutional prohibition, the City has the 

power to define taxation categories as they see 

fit in order to respond to the unique concerns 

and responsibilities of local government. 

Sec 2. DMMC 3.84.020 and section 2 of Ordinance No. 1355 

are each amended to read as follows: 

Exercise of revenue license power. The 

provisions of this chapter shall be deemed an 

exercise of the power of the City to license for 

revenue. The provisions of this chapter are 

subject to periodic statutory or administrative 

rule changes or judicial interpretations of the 

ordinances or rules. The responsibility rests 

with the licensee or taxpayer to reconfirm 






































































