
ORDINANCE NO. 1400 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON, 

revising and updating City of Des Moines development regulations 
relating to the protection and regulation of environmentally 
critical areas to ensure compliance with the Washington State 
Growth Management Act (Chapter 36.70A); amending chapters 18.04 
of the Des Moines Municipal Code (DMMC) to add new definitions 
and amend existing definitions; reenacting chapter 18.86 DMMC 
relating to environmentally critical areas; repealing the 
previously codified provisions of chapter 18.86 DMMC and 
underlying ordinances; and finding that the revised development 
regulations meet the statutory requirements of RCW 36.70A.130(1). 

WHEREAS, the adopted City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan 
supports the protection of environmentally critical areas through 
the adoption of development regulations, and 

WHEREAS, the State Growth Management Act includes adopted 
goals and requirements to guide the development and adoption of 
comprehensive plans and development regulations for those 
counties and cities that are required to plan under the Act (RCW 
36.70A.020), and 

WHEREAS, the City has considered those adopted goals and 
requirements in development of the proposed Des Moines Municipal 
Code Amendments related to environmentally critical areas, and 
has considered other state requirements, rules, guidelines and 
agency comments, and 

WHEREAS, the City researched and assessed the experience 
of other jurisdictions in regard to standards and requirements 
for regulating critical areas, undertook a Best Available Science 
(BAS) review of critical areas regulations and has followed State 
guidelines for the BAS process required by RCW 36.70A.172 and WAC 
365-195-900 through 925, and

WHEREAS, the City undertook a public process in accordance 
with the requirements of the GMA, developed Des Moines Municipal 
Code amendment drafts, prepared environmental documents in 
accordance with the requirements of the State Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA), and held meetings and hearings related to the 
code review and development process, and 

WHEREAS, the City has been provided feedback on draft work 
products and guidance from members of the public, City staff, 
Washington State Department of Community, Trade and Economic 
Development, Washington State Department of Ecology, Washington 
State Department of Fish and Wildlife, Puget Sound Action Team, 
qualified professionals, the Des Moines planning agency and 
elected officials during the development of the recommended code 
amendments, and 

WHEREAS, in developing this ordinance, the City has 
followed the GMA's requirements, including providing 
opportunities for "early and continuous public involvement" 
through a variety of mechanisms described in the public record, 
and 

WHEREAS, the City completed an initial review and update 
of its development regulations and environmentally critical areas 
regulations by enactment of Ordinance No. 1378, adopted by City 
Council on May 4, 2006, and 




















































































































