
ORDINANCE NO. 1477 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

relating to rental housing safety, repealing chapter 5.64 DMMC, 

and reenacting and codifying a new chapter 5. 64 DMMC entitled 

Rental Housing. 

WHEREAS, at ·the time of the adoption of Ordinance 1351 in 

2004 (codified at chapter 5.64 DMMC, effective date December 11, 

2009, hereinafter the "Rental Housing Ordinance") the City of 

Des Moines was having significant problems with crime and gang 

related activity throughout the City but in particJlar the 

Pacific Ridge Zone. As a result of the issues that were 

presented the City Council of the City of Des Moines adopted the 

Rental Housing Ordinance to make landlord more responsible for 

criminal conduct occurring on property that is not properly 

managed, and 

WHEREAS, DMMC 5.64.120 states that "This chapter shall be 

brought before the City Council for a mandatory review no later 

than five years after its effective date", and 

WHEREAS, the City Council having considered the current 

needs of the City and understanding that the Rental Housing 

Ordinance works in concert with the enforcement of criminal laws 

generally, the enforcement of nuisance ordinances generally, the 

enforcement of the City's Building and the authority granted to 

landlords in the Residential Landlord-Tenant Act chapter 59 .18 

RCW to deal with gang activity, and acknowledges the "criminal 

street gang" definitions in RCW 9. 94A. 030, as preempted by the 

State of Washington in RCW 9.101.010; now therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 1. Findings. 

(1) The citizens of the City have a right to safe

rental housing and the City should assist rental property owners 

and managers to reduce the occurrence of criminal conduct on 

rental properties. The Des Moines City Council finds that it is 

a reasonable exercise of its police powers to require rental 

property owners to take reasonable steps to prevent the use of 

rental property for criminal purposes, and that rental property 

owners should be penalized in the event they take no action to 

discourage crime from recurring on their rental properties. The 

Des Moines City Council further finds that increased cooperation 

between property owners, tenants and the Des Moines Police 

Department is integral in reducing such crime. 

(2) Existing City laws have proven ineffective in 

encouraging rental housing property owners who have criminal 

activity occurring on their property, to take the proper steps 

necessary to help the Des Moines Police Department in stopping 

crime. 

( 3) This ordinance has been developed to give the Des

Moines Police Department and rental housing property owners the 

tools necessary to maintain and improve the safety, quality and 

appearance of the rental properties they own, and therefore, 

provide a safer living environment for renters and for the 














