
ORDINANCE NO. 1511 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON 

relating to public peace by prohibiting persons from entering a 

public roadway for solicitation purposes, establishing a 

penalty, adding a new section to chapter 9.84 DMMC, and 

codifying a new section in chapter 9.84 DMMC. 

WHEREAS, the City has a fundamental interest in traffic 

flow and safety, and 

WHEREAS, the police powers authorized under the 

Constitution of the State of Washington allow the City to make 

and enforce within its limits all such local police, sanitary 

and other regulations as are not in conflict with general laws, 

and 

WHEREAS, the Des Moines Chief of Police has provided his 

opinion and evidence that pedestrian solicitation from vehicle 

occupants disrupts traffic flow, poses public safety risks, and 

has harmful secondary effects, and 

WHEREAS, motor vehicle drivers approached by pedestrians 

may become distracted, may stop suddenly, or may linger at 

traffic control devices thereby posing a significant risk of 

physical injury to themselves, other motorists, and pedestrians, 

and 

WHEREAS, the distraction of motorists occasioned by 

solicitation not only threatens to impede the orderly flow of 

traffic, but also raises serious concerns of traffic and public 

safety, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to promote the City's 

interest in traffic flow and safety by implementing regulations 

on solicitations in public places that are applicable to all 

people within the City; now therefore, 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 1. A new section is added 

entitled "Solicitation of occupants 

roadways" to read as follows: 

to 

of 

chapter 

vehicles 

9.84 DMMC 

on public 

(1) Use of words and phrases. As used in this 

Ordinance, unless the context or subject matter clearly requires 

otherwise, the words or phrases defined in this section shall 

have the indicated meanings. 

(a) "Arterial roadwayu means a public roadway

with a marked or painted yellow centerline. 

(b) "Enteru means to cross the vertical plane of

the edge of a roadway. It includes crossing the vertical plane 

by any part of a person's body or any extension thereof. 

(c) "Goodsu means real property, as well as 

tangible and intangible personal property. 










