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City Manager 
 

• Meeting with Senator Keiser to discuss legislative priorities for the City including DNR 
lease, Marina infrastructure improvements, public safety and other issues. 

• Previous week had a similar meeting with Rep. Orwall, we took a tour of the City and 
discussed legislative strategy for the coming session. 

• Attended Soundside Alliance Policy Committee, discussion focused on establishing a 
feasible work plan for the future given the constraints of staffing for the agencies involved. 

• Continued to participate in emergency operations efforts with the fire district and city of 
Federal Way. 

• In conjunction with Patrice, tried to identify and engage resources from social services 
agencies to assist in helping several homeless people in the downtown receive the services 
they need and help getting off the streets. 

• Held a discussion of the use of the Marina as an emergency operations staging area and the 
design implications for the new paid parking configuration of the Marina and ways to 
assure appropriate access in an emergency event.  This is also a valuable component for 
the legislative process relative to acquiring funding for the north bulkhead replacement. 

 
Legal  
  

• The legal department is working with code enforcement to address complaints related to 
camping in City parks and City right of way.  Forms have been developed to institute a 
trespass program.    

• The City was contacted by AT&T to initiate negotiations for extension of their cell tower 
site lease on City property.  The legal department will handle the negotiation and the final 
agreement will be presented to the City Council for approval.   

• A resolution is being prepared to set the application fee for the Mobilitie 
telecommunications franchise application.  This application will be negotiated by outside 



counsel subject with all costs paid by Mobilite, subject to approval of the resolution by the 
City Council. 

• The legal department is currently reviewing several thousand emails potentially responsive 
to two requests related to development projects within the City.  

  
Police Department  
  

• SRO Cripe gave a briefing and answered questions at the PS&T meeting regarding safety 
in our schools.   

October 5th, 2016 
• Officers assisted Kent PD’s Neighborhood Crime Unit in attempting to apprehend a subject 

who was trying to purchase a stolen vehicle.  The suspect fled the scene and a short pursuit 
ensued, but was quickly terminated out of concern for public safety. 

• Officers were dispatched to a shooting victim located at Baskin Robbins in the 23400 block 
of Pacific Highway South.  It was determined that the victim was shot in the chest on the 
Kent side of the road and walked into the Des Moines Baskin Robbins for help.  The 
investigation will be handled by Kent PD.  

• Officers responded to an attempted drive by shooting that occurred near Spinnaker Landing 
Apartments.  Officers located shell casings, but no victims were struck by bullets.   

October 6th, 2016 
• Officers responded to report of shots fired near Joers Way.  Officers were unable to locate 

any victims or damage.  
  

Finance & Information Technology Services  
  

• Presentation to Council regarding Parks, Recreation, & Senior Services programs, 
participants and financial information. 

• Continued work on City Manager 2017 Preliminary Budget 
• IT staff responded to 22 helpdesk requests.  No significant projects or problems. 

 
Marina  
  

• Work continued on the plans for the concrete curbs, gutters, sidewalks and equipment 
islands that will be needed for the pay parking projects.  The staff is planning another public 
meeting to give an update on the project and to answer questions from the public.  The 
meeting will be on Wednesday October 19th from 5:30 – 6:30 PM at the Activity Center 
on 216th. 

• The Marina staff began replacing garbage cans, signs, doggie walk bag dispensers and 
other signage needed for the new Boarkwalk.  The Marina maintenance staff removed the 
boarding floats from the Redondo Boat Ramp this week and moored them in the Marina 
for the winter. 

• Visits from individual boaters dropped off after Labor Day but club visits continued.  The 
Quartermaster Yacht Club visited the Marina on the weekend of October 8th.  



 
Parks  
  

• The Recreation Division offers Club KHAOS Break Camps for children 4- 15 years of age 
at the Des Moines Field House on “no school” days in Highline and Federal Way school 
districts.  The first break camp of the 2016-17 school year will be held on Friday, October 
14th. Pre-registration is required to reserve a spot at the camp.  

 
• Director Thorell met with Katherine Kertzman Seattle Southside RTA regarding the use of 

2017 Lodging Tax dollars. 
o SSRTA will commit to continued festival support in the amount of $20,000- 

Although guaranteed $20,000 for city services costs in 2017, DDM will apply for 
$25,000. 

o SSRTA will contract for and pay for three I-5 exit signs at an approximate cost of 
$20,000.  Director Thorell will verify sign layout and costs before finalizing with 
SSRTA.  Signs to be installed in early 2017. 

o Director Thorell will apply for $10,000 for Wayfinding signs to direct visitors from 
I-5 to Des Moines waterfronts.  Sign layout and costs will be verified with PBPW.  
Signs will be installed in early 2017. 

  
• The BEST of the Season BBQ community dinner fundraiser for senior services will be this 

Friday, October 14, 5-7pm at the Des Moines/Normandy Park Activity Center.  NEW 
MENU FOR 2016!  Chef John will be serving pulled pork with his own special BBQ sauce, 
baked beans, his special southern coleslaw, cornbread with honey and butter and the best 
lemon cake you will ever eat!  Tickets are $10 at the door for adults, $5 for children, or a 
families $20.  Sponsored by Normandy Park Senior Living, all proceeds from the BBQ 
support the programs and services for older adults in Des Moines and Normandy Park. 
 

• The Des Moines Youth Council leadership program for Des Moines pre-teens/teens grades 
6-9, takes place at Pacific Middle School on Thursdays at 3pm. The students plan and 
engage in civic activities such as planning for teen events, working at the Halloween 
Carnival and assisting with senior citizens activities and Breakfast with Santa, to name a 
few.  Enrollment is open year round.  

     
• The Des Moines Arts commission met on Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at the Beach Park 

Founders Lodge.  There is one opening on the Arts Commission due to the resignation of 
Commissioner Kristy Dunn.  Ms. Dunn was in her second 3 year term that expires 
December 31, 2017. Applications will be sought for candidates to fill this vacated position.  
 

Planning Building & Public Works  
  

• The Building Permit for the FAA project was submitted this week. 



• Staff continues to work on the Low Impact Development (LID) Code Revisions.  This topic 
is scheduled to be discussed with the Environment Committee again on October 20th. 

• This Thursday there is a Joint Executive Committee Meeting for the Puget Sound Gateway 
project, to review recommendations for the SR 509 and 167 projects. 

• Staff will be meeting with Boy Scout Troop 307 to discuss the Barnes Creek Nature Trail 
Project. 
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